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, 1 guess | can honestly say that this has
definitely been an eventful past few months.
only was | ordained for the ministry of Word and

Sacrament after years and years of training and
installed as parish pastor here at Grace, but my wife
and | welcomed our first child, Ryan, into our lives.
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child is a lot of work. Little Ryan has no concern
about my schedule whatsoever, whether it be my
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littl e late on a Sunday morning), my sleep schedule
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even my eating schedule (it was already messed up,
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somewhat vague demands through a series of
fidgets and whimper s that both Winnie and | know
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whatever it is that he wants. Granted, as the male
in this parenting partnership, | do have it a little
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have the luxury of going to work everyday to get a
break from the harsh realities of caring for such a
young child for every waking (and sometimes
sleeping) second of every day. But gill, | find that
coming home after a long day at the office to my
wife and son quite refreshing as something like a
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put a huge smile on my face.

Not
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Perhaps it takes being a parent to know what a
parent goes through, because | remember growing
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comes from not being able to speak or understand
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to pull out my hair trying to understand what he
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accomplished or even overrEET DI YI Ew o
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me (or even understanding love for that matter),
but the joy in parenthood is being able to love this
child wholeheartedly and unconditionally to a point
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as a parent, | really understand why they were
doing what they were doing. It was just their
way of showing me that they loved me. Sure,
they could have done so with a little less nag
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But although | felt this resistance towards them
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hard times | gave them throughout my entire
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perfect but neither was I. Not by a long shot.
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constant, as my love for my son is simply
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love for us is simply constant.

Regardless of how your parents may have
treated you while you were growing up, God is
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example of what real love is, and that is
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Day is just around the corner so think of
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A Message from the Chair

Susan Roy

During the past couple of months | have noticed an

Board of Education

Ann Meitz and Wendy Mclnnis

Wow the year has gone by fast!
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really describe it in words but it is has manifested
itself in several ways.

31 1 Udeen @nuincreased buzz during coffee hour
each Sunday and recently people have been
hanging around in the narthex much longer than
usual. Our worship has been enhanced by the trial
use of a powerpoint projector which is helping to

make our services more WUUEQOQWEOE w? UUI

Our music ministry has continued to develop and
we have been hearing some new songs and
revisiting some favourite familiar liturgies. And of
course, we have had an opportunity to further
develop our relationship with Pastor Nath an and
Winnie, and now baby Ryan.

On June 6th our council and congregation will take
part in a joint congregational planning session. We
invite you and encourage you to attend. This is an
opportunity to keep the momentum of this new

energy continuing. Please come with your appetite
for a nourishing breakfast and engaging
conversation. Your input is valued and is essential
to the always evolving ministry here at Grace.

A mother was preparing pancakes for her sons, Kevin 5,
and Ryan 3.
The boys began to argue over who would get the first
pancake.
Their mother saw the opportunity for a moral lesson.
'If Jesus were sitting here, He would say,
‘Let my brother have the first pancake, | can wait."'
Kevin turned to his younger brother and said,
'Ryan, you be Jesus !

be June T. It has been wonderful having the
continued support of the teachers Susan Roy, Adele
Wong and Ann Meitz. Thank -you ladies!

Please mark your calendars as the annual Church

ffa‘ ﬂ‘?ﬂ'ﬁ EL( %7 /M for Grace

ULLL&{rller%r?éng Eléar?t (}ignufs on Sunday June 14,

This will be held right after our Morning worship.
We hope to see everyone there for great food, and
following, fun games and activities planed by t he
Board of Education.

Though Sunday school will not resume until
September please join our morning worship. Pastor
-EUT EQw%nOOT wi EVwxUOYDPEIT EwC
Ul UOOOU2 wUT E0wUDPT wbOwbkbUIT
are enjoyed by all ages!

We wish everyone a wonderful summer!

Trustees Report
Bern Roy

The trustees have been carrying on with the normal
maintenance items for the church buildings. Most
recently the sagging cedars in the schoolyard were
wired up, and Richard Hahn upgraded the outside
lighting to make the parking lot safer for use at night.

The only big project we have planned for this summer
will be the replacement of the furnaces for the narthex
part of the main building.

Thanks to my fellow trustees and
all others who have helped us in
this work, or have joined us for
our Saturday morning trustee's
breakfast meetings.

Special thanks to trustee Leon Zhou who has departed
to China for one year to work on a special computer
systems project. We will miss Leon's cheerful and
dedicated assistance greatly, and look forward to his
return n ext year!
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Environmental Column

Elfriede Rohloff
Wean yourself off the bottle... The drinking
water in plastic bottles variety that is.

Metro Vancouver is offering free watershed tours
all summer long. Both bus tours and walking tours
are available for the Capilano and the Coquitlam
watershed. Find out where our drinking water
comes from and why we can confidently drink the
water from our taps. Find out why our drinking
water is one of the best in the world and get to
know the pristine wilderness where i t is collected.

Tours run from June
2510 Sept 13, are
guided, free and
approximately 4
hours long. Wear
sturdy footwear

and bring a shack
and water.
Registration has
already begun, so phone 6044326430 or emalil
Toursreg@metrovancouver.org.

To give you an idea of the days and times, here are

the bus tour dates for the Coquitlam watershed:

Thursdays, June 25,July 23, Aug 6 and Aug 20
Between 12:30t 4:30

Saturdays from June 27 to Sept 12
Between 12:30-4:30

The walking tours are scheduled:
Thursdays July 2, 16, 30, Aug 13, 27 and Sept 10
Between 12:30-4:30

Saturdays from June 27 to Sept 12
Between 8:00¢ 1200
Both bus and walking tours are suitable for all ages
but participants on the wal king tour must be able to
walk 2.5 kilometres on a rough un-surfaced trail.
There are a similar number of bus and walking
tours to choose from for the Capilano watershed.
One particular four-year-old prayed,
'And forgive us our trash baskets as we forgive
those who put trash in our baskets.'

y

Grace Lutheran Preschool

Claire Moon
The preschool year is nearing compleion and
preparation for end of school ceremonies will soon be
underway. For many, this will be the end of their
preschool years and soon the beginning of
Kindergarten. Parents can be assured that their little
ones have been well prepared for the transition to
Elementary School.

The teachers are looking forward to a well-deserved
rest before thinking about the coming school year and
planning another fun filled, learning experience for
preschoolers.

This summer will be a time of great change for the
preschool. We will be updating the classroom with a
new paint job and new flooring. This is long over due
and with near full enrolment these past few years, we
have been able to save up enough money for some
much needed improvements. This will make it more
pleasurable for both children and teachers. The new
surroundings will m atch our outstanding program.

At this time, we still have a few spots for September;
so if you know anyone with preschool age children, let
them know of Grace Lutheran Preschool. They can
contact the preschool at 6044335155 or the church
office at 6044331515. We offer a moning and
afternoon class 5 daysa week for 3 and 4 year olds.

Mutual Ministry

The Mutual Ministry committee is comprised of Adele
Wong, Bern Roy, Phil Joughin and Paul Meitz. They
will b e posting information about the roles and
responsibilities of this committee in the Narthex in the
near future.
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Happiness Group

Bonnie Swindells
Although we are few in numbers, we still meet every
Wednesday at 10:30 for Bible Study and fellowship
over coffee and brunch. With Pastor Nathan leading
us, we have been studying the lessons for the coming
Sunday. This does make the reading of the lessonson
Sundays much more meaningful.

We are taking Pastor and Sharon out for lunch on June
10", This will be our last meeting until the fall.
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recently performed at an outdoor concert (Woodstock)

at his high school? They debuted three original songs

written by the band and were very well received.
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Scott has been completing his final year of

confirmation at First Lutheran Church. Details will be
announced soon.
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confirmation camp again this year? Word has it that

Pastor Nathan may go as well, in addition to Grover

(1l waOUWEUT wi U 1T wOOwel EOIT UE E veng WHo @iddade ddaim sedvezak cadptictort U O w
have you joinus.( Z QwUUUI wa OlwpbpbOOwl Oé\'QGME’b&J}“PQHEJé&JESg& EOOUW) OU

fellowship.

Did You Know...?

0 that Leon Zhou has left for China for a 1 year project
with his company? He will be based in Beijing but

will be travelling to various hospitals throughout

China for his work. Vivian has gone with him to help
him get settled and to have aholiday together. She
will return in mid -June and will be staying here for the
year. Please keep Leon and Vivian in your thoughts
and prayers

Schneider, will be leaving for a trip to Austria in early
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travels and possibly seeing some photos upon their

return.
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Sunday, June 7th by his Dad, PastoNathan?
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June 2% and Willy will transfer his membership on

that date?

Stewardship Presentation and Workshops
September 24-26, 2009

Harrison Hot Spring resort

"Faith Based Fundraising" conference seeks to provide lay and clergy with insights,
theological foundations, and practical tools for developing financial stewardship within
your parishes.

Information, registration forms, and a list of presenters are located at
www.faithbasedfundraising.org

$590 includes single room accommodation for two nights, three meals and
conference fees. A small subsidy is available to assist people in attending the
conference. Contact Rev. Greg Mohr at 605-524-1318 for more information.

This conference is jointly sponsored by the Anglican, United and Lutheran churches
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3-year-old Reese :
'Our Father, Who does art in heaven,
Harold is His name.
Amen.'

Eloquent Thesis - God & Science
A professor of science & philosophy
begins his school yearwith a lecture to
his students. The professor pauses
before his class, and says 'Let me
explain the problem science has with
religion.' He then asks one of his new
students to stand. 'You're a Christian,
aren't you, son?'

'Yes sir,' the student says.
'So you believe in God?'

‘Absolutely.’
'Is God good?'

'Sure! God's good.'
'Is God all-powerful? Can God do
anything?'

'Yes.'

He considers for a moment. 'Here's
one for you...Let's say there's a sick
person and you can cure him. Would
you help him? Would you try?'

Yes  sir, I would.'
'So you are good...!"

‘I wouldn't say that. The bible
says we are all sinners'
Al U0wbhi awdOOwUEa W
help a sick and maimed person if you
could. Most of us would if we could,
but God doesn't. The student does not
answer, so the professor continues.
'He doesn't, does he? My brother was
a Christian who died of cancer, even
though he prayed to Jesus to heal him.
How is this Jesus good, Hmmm? Can
you answer that one?" The student
remains silent. 'No, you can't, can
you?' the professor says. He takes a
sip of water from a glass on his desk
to give the student time to relax. 'Let's
start again, young fella. Is God good?

'Er...yes," the student says.
'Is Satan good?"
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The student doesn't hesitate on
this one. 'No.'
"Then where does Satan come from?'

The student falters. 'From God,
he made us all '
‘That's right. God made Satan, didn't
he? Tell me, son. Is there evil inthis
world?'

‘Yes, Sir.
'Evil is everywhere, isn't it? And God
made everything, correct?'

'Yes.'
'So who created evil?' The professor
continued, 'If God created everything,
then God created evil, and since evil
exists, and according to the principle
that our works define who we are,
then God is evil." Again, the student
has no answer. 'ls there sickness?
Immorality? Hatred? Ugliness? All
these terrible things, do they exist in
this world?'

The student squirms on his

feet. 'Yes.'
'So who created them?' The student
does not answer again, so the

professor repeats his question. 'Who
created them?' There is still no answer.
Suddenly, the Professor breaks away
to pace in front of the classroom. The
class is mesmerized.
‘Tell me," he continues asking another
student. 'Do you believe in Jesus
Christ, son?'

_The student's voice betrays him

The old man stops pacing. 'Science
says you have five senses you use to
identify and observe the world
around you. Have you ever seen
Jesus?'
‘No sir. I've never seen Him.'

"Then tell us if you've ever heard your
Jesus?'

'No, sir, | have not.'

'Have you ever felt your Jesus, tasted
your Jesus or smelled your Jesus?
Have you ever had any sensory
perception of Jesus Christ, or God for
that matter?'

‘No, sir, I'm afraid | haven't.'
'Yet you still believe in him?'
'Yes.'

'‘According to the rules of empirical,
testable, demonstrable  protocol,
science says your God doesn't exist.
What do you say to that, son?'
‘Nothing,' the student replies. 'l
only have my faith.'
'Yes, faith,' the professor repeats. 'And
that is the problem science has with
God. There is no evidence, only faith.'

At the back of the room another
student stands quietly for a moment
before asking a question of His own.
'Professor, is there such thing as heat?'

'Yes,' the professor replies. 'There's
heat.'

'‘And is there such a thing as
cold?'
'Yes,

son, there's cold too.

‘No sir, there isn't'
The professor turns to face the
student, obviously interested. The
room suddenly becomes very quiet.
The student begins to explain. ‘You
can have lots of heat, even more heat,
super-heat, megaheat, unlimited heat,
white heat, red heat, a little heat or no
heat, but we don't have anything
called ‘cold’. We can hit up to 458
degrees below zero, which is no heat,
but we can't go any further after that.
There is no such thing as cold,
otherwise we would be able to go
colder than the lowest: 458 degrees.’
'‘Every body or object is susceptible to
study when it has or transmits energy,
and heat is what makes a body or
matter have or transmit energy.
Absolute zero (-458 F) is the total
absence of heat. You see, sir, cold is
only a word we use to describe the
absence of heat. We cannot measure
cold. Heat we can measure in thermal
units because heat is energy. Cold is
not the opposite of heat, sir, just the
absence of it.' Cold is a word for NO
HEAT.
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Silence across the room. A pen drops

somewhere in the classroom,
sounding like a hammer.
‘What about darkness,

professor. Is there such a thing as
darkness?'
'Yes,' the professor replies without
hesitation. 'What is night if it isn't
darkness?'

'You're wrong again, Ssir.
Darkness is not some thing. It is the
absence of some thing. You can have
low light, normal light, bright light,
flashing light, but if you have no light
constantly you have nothing, and it's
called darkness, isn't it? That's the
meaning we use to define the word. In
reality, darkness isn't. If it were, you
would be able to make darkness, or
make it darker, wouldn't you?' You
EEOw?200UQwWOO? wEWO
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absence of light, a word for NO
LIGHT.

The professor begins to smile at the
student in front of him. This will be a
good semester. 'So wtat point are you
making, young man?'

'My point is this professor;
your philosophical premise is flawed
to start with and so your conclusion
must also be flawed.'

The professor's face cannot hide his
surprise this time. 'Flawed? Can you
explain how ?'

'You are working on the
premise of duality,’ the student
explains. 'You argue that there is life
and then there's death; a good God
and a bad God. You are viewing the
concept of God as something finite,
something we can measure. Sir,
science can'teven explain a thought. It
uses electricity and magnetism, but
has never been seen, much less fully
understood. To view death as the
opposite of life is to be ignorant of the
fact that death cannot exist as a
substantive thing. Death is not the

opposite of life, just the absence of it.
Now tell me, professor. Do you teach
your students that they evolved from

a monkey?'

'If you are referring to the natural
evolutionary process, young man, yes,
of course I do.'

'Have you ever observed
evolution wit h your own eyes, sir?'
The professor begins to shake his
head, still smiling, as he realizes
where the argument is going. A very
good semester, indeed.

The student continues; 'Since no one
has ever observed the process of
evolution at work and cannot even
prove that this process is an on-going
endeavor, are you not teaching your
opinion, sir? Are you not now,
5 18R £% 0t S he BB oY
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The class is in uproar. The student
remains silent until the commotion
has subsided. 'To continue the point
you were making earlier to the other
student, let me give you an example of
what | mean." The student looks
around the room. 'ls there anyone in
the class who has ever seen the
professor's brain?'

The class breaks out into laughter. 'Is
there anyone here who has ever heard
the professor's brain, felt the
professor's brain, touched or smelt the
professor's brain? No one appears to
have done so. So, according to the
established rules of empirical, stable,
demonstrable protocol, science says
that you have no brain Professor, with

all due respect sir, if science says you
have no brain, how can we trust your

lectures, sir?'

Now the room is silent. The professor
just stares at the student, his face
unreadable. Finally, after what seems
an eternity, the old man answers. 'l
guess you'll have to take them on
faith.'

'So, you accept that there is faith, and,
in fact, faith exists with life,' the
student continues. 'Now, sir, is there
such a thing as evil?

Uncertain, the professor responds; 'Of
course, there is. We see it everyday. It
is in the daily example of man's
inhumanity to man. It is in the
multitude of crime and violence
everywhere in the world. These
manifestations are nothing else but
evil.'

The student replies, 'Evil does
not exist sir, or at least it does not exist
unto itself. Evil is simply the absence
of God. It is just like darkness and
cold, a word that man has created to
describe the absence of God.God did
not create evil. Evil is the result of

ujwhat happens when man does not
have God's love present in his heart.
It's like the cold that comes when
there is no heat or the darkness that
comes when there is no light. This sir,
is the unchangeable truth

The professor sat down.

After the christening of his baby
brother in church, Jason sobbed all
the way home in the back seat of the
car.

His father asked him three times
what was wrong.

Finally, the boy replied,

'That preacher said he wanted us
brought up in a Christian home, and |
wanted to stay with you guys."
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WITH SWEET MUSIC
SONGS OF BACH, SCHUBERT, SCHUMANN AND BRAHMS.

Joint Council/Congregational

Planning Session
A CONCERT IN BENEFIT OF THE LUTHERAN URBAN MISSION
SOCIETY. Date: Saturday, June 6th

LORRAINE REINHARDT, SOPRANO _
PAUL NASH, BASS Time: 8:30-noon

DONALD CONLEY AND ANNABELLE PAETSCH, PIANO

SUNDAY, JUNE 7, 2009 Activities:

2:30 P.M. )
Breakfast will be served, followed by small and largg

GLORIA DEI LUTHERAN CHURCH ] )
1110 GLADWIN DRIVE group focused discussion.
NORTH VANCOUVER Opportunity will be given to begin working on somej

ADMISSION BY DONATION action plans.
All donations will go tohe Lutheran Urban Mission Societ Please joinus!

providing care to the Downtown Eastside community.
www.lums.ca

Events @ Grace

Tuesday, June 2 Confirmation Camp Registration  due at early -bird rate of $250

Saturday June 6 Joint Council / Congregational Planning Session
8:30 to Noon (breakfast provided)

Sunday, June 7 Baptism of Ryan Christopher Fong
Last day of Sunday School before summer break.

Sunday June 14 After the worship Service Join us for the Annual Church Picnic
with Mount Zion @ Ryall Park, ) New Westminster.

Tuesday, June 16 Confirmation Camp Registration Deadline drate $275

Friday, June 19 Preschool Closing ceremony. Last day of Preschool before summer break
Sunday, June 21 Baptism of Bonnie Christophersen, Membership of Willy Christophersen
June 25 0 June 28 ELCIC National Convention at UBC & Betty Mossinkoff is the delegate

with Diana Oftebro as alternate delegate.

June 29 6 July 3 BC Synod Confirmation Camp @ Nanoose Bay, Vancouver Island.
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