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Pastor’s Message

So this is it. I am finally serving in my first parish as a pastor, awaiting ordination (at

the time of writing this, at | east). | f
very, very new (I'm writing this inhemy
bald(ing) Asian guy who isn’t going to s
Asian guy wil/l/, but just be sure that I

pregnant Asian lady) are excited to start a new chapter in our lives with this
congregation. Oh, and thanks for putting my name on my door, I never had that
before. It s pretty neat.

Some of you may know the circumstances of how I got to be the pastor here at Grace
Lutheran, but some of you might not. Truth be told, it happened so fastthat | '™ m |
exactly sure what happened either (so 1’
however, is that |I’'m here now and there |
us to be here at this time. I am thankful for all of you and your support thus far, and

Il m going to take the time to ask for (mo

Allow me to elaborate. Although I am no stranger to ministry, this is as I mentioned
before, my first parish as a pastor. Although the hymns and liturgy and scripture

may be the same, the work is entirely different (believe me, I was surprised myself by

it all). I honestly thought the transition would be easy, but for some strange reason
unbeknownst by me, it isn’t. G saddessargla g r
little intimidation, I admit that I will not be the perfect pastor for all of you (maybe

even for none of you), I will make the mistakes (countless ones), and I P OOz U
remember all of your names for the first few months (maybe longer, depending on
how often you attend) no matter how hard
like I won’'t be trying, I m just saying
seem to do it often), I simply will mess up from time to time. And for all that, I
apologize in advance.

But that’s what it’s all about, isn’t it
up. The beauty in all of that failure (epic failing, even) though, is the forgiveness that
comes through Christ (and hopefully this congregation). And although I may joke
about it from time to time, my experience so far is that Grace Lutheran is a
congregation that is quite appropriately named. Everyone has been very gracious
and welcoming, and to me, that is a sure sign of knowingand | i vi ng wunder
grace. So I am thankful that I have been called to this congregation and am thankful
for all of you and your wonderful community. And although I will do my best to be
a pastor for all of you, I wilulp boobdbdpar aj
confident that the grace of Grace Lutheran is sufficient to cover my mistakes as is
God’s grace is more than sufficient to co

I'look forward to serving you and serving with you, and I see this as a great start to a
great relationship. May the peace of Christ be with you all.

Pastor Nathan Fong
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A Message from the Chair

Susan Roy
Spring is just around the corner and already one can
sense the excitement of new beginnings at Grace
Lutheran Church. At the start of this month we
welcomed Pastor Nathan Fong and his wife,
Winnie, to our congregation. What a blessing! We
are beginning a new phase in our ministry with
eager anticipation of what is to come. Thanks be to
God for the gifts that Pastor Nathan brings to our
congregation as we strive to continue our ministry
in South Burnaby.

We have an enthusiastic group of council members
for 2009 and I want to offer my thanks to all of them
for volunteering to serve in this capacity. Over the
next several months, our council will be continuing
on with many of our existing programs and
activities, as well as exploring new initiatives that
we hope will have positive effects on our own
congregation and will further strengthen our
mission in the community we serve. We look
forward to active participation by all who are able.

Please refer to your calendar to make note of several
special services that will be happening during
March and April at Grace.

Grace Lutheran Worship Committee

Susan Roy

Recently, a group of us met to
collaborate wit h Pastor Nathan on
planning worship services for the
season of Lent and also Easter
Sunday. We are hoping to meet from
time to time to discuss practices and
formats that will enhance our Sunday
worship. Anyone who is interested in
joining this informal group is
welcome.
announce the next meeting which is
likely to take place towards the end of
April.

We will be sure to

Treasurer Report

Vivian Lu
Hi! I am Vivian, your rookie Treasurer this year.
It is my pleasure to present you some fundamentals
The most
significant variances between 2009 budget and
actual numbers (revenue versus expense) up to
January 31¢ were the following two items:

about our church financial status.

(1) Offerings to January 31 $3,889
Budget to January 31 $5,525
Shortfall to date $1,636

(2) Repairs and Maintenance ~ $3,624

Budget $833
Over budget $2,791

We have roughly calculated out that if each family
could offer $2 more each week on top of your
regular offerings we would easily meet our year-
end offering needs. We appeal your participation
on this collective effort!

As we all experienced the biggest snowfall last
December, we would have expected unusual
spending on snow removals, etc. Meanwhile, we
have done plumbing work for the Daycare which
constituted some large expenses as well.

All right, this is just a brief state of our congregation
financial aspect thus far. We would expect to see
some numbers change down the road with ongoing
projects.

Thank you and until next report....

Respectfully,
Vivian
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Sunday School:
Ann Meitz and Wendy Mcinnis

March 2009 marks a milestone in the history of
Grace Lutheran Church. This month, we welcome
Nathan Fong as our new pastor. We also would like
to introduce the board members, Ann Meitz and
Wendy Mclnnis.

Our Sunday school i's usi
curriculum. The teachers are Adele Wong, Ann
Meitz, and Susan Roy. A big thank-you, for your
continued service.

Sunday school classes will be held every second and
fourth Sunday of the month.

March 8 and 29 - Adele
(no Sunday school on March 22nd - Spring Break)

April 26 - Ann
(no Sunday school on April 12%, Easter Sunday)

May 10 and 24 - Susan

June 7 and 21 - Adele
(last day of Sunday school is June 21)

We are planning on having an intergenerational
service on April 5% Palm Sunday.

There will be an Easter egg hunt on Easter Sunday,
April 12 following the service. Note there will not
be a Sunday school class this Sunday in order for

families to worship together

Anot her season of , 7t h
purchased and is available in the church library

ng

He

Grace Lutheran Preschool

Claire Moon
The preschool year is progressing as usual, with a few
new children added to our group at the beginning of
this year. The music program
was further enhanced this term ¢
with a field trip to a Piano Store. (\ é:-;'- 3
The children had a group piano e

-~

lessqpygirhgvaspvgllorgsqived ot God-
by all.

The Open House was a great success with more
children signed up for September.

In their daily routing, the children learned about
Nutrition through games, crafts and activities. They
will be preparing for spring with new songs, arts and
crafts, stories and a variety of activities both inside
and outside.

The morning and afternoon classes are full at this
time, but if you know of anyone who wishes to sign
up for September, there are plenty of spaces left. Some
spots may be available before the end of the school
year, if families would like to get their child in earlier
before September. You may call the preschool at 604-
433-5155 or the Church Office at 604-433-1515.

You are invited

to the Installation of
Pastor Nathan Fong

Sunday, March 29"
3:00 Pm
At Grace Lutheran Church

Refreshments servedfter the service.

VEnN on DVD fmas been
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Trustees Report
Bern Roy

The Trustees will be meeting the first Saturday of
every month for breakfast and then doing some
planning and work at the church. All are welcome,
not just current and retired trustees.

For our kick-off on March 7" we had a turn-out
of five - Andy, Richard, Phil, Al and me. We had a
great time and actually got some good things
accomplished.

Next month we will have a church clean-up day
instead of our Trustee's meeting on the first
Saturday, so I really hope anyone who can make it
comes out. We will be doing clean-up inside and
outside the church in preparation for Easter so there
will be lots of jobs of many different types and sizes.
I am hoping that some participants bring goodies as
well so the workers get something to eat as a small
reward for their efforts.

Many thanks, by the way, to Andy and Phil for the
great work they are doing refurbishing the chairs in
the Narthex - they look as good as new and got rave
reviews at the church service on March 8. Things
are really looking up for Easter, and the rest of 2009.

Spring Clean Up
Saturday, April, 4
9:00 am

Everyone is welcome to bring their tools of the trade
to pitch in on this day
grounds’

Mutual Ministry Committee

Council recently appointed a new Mutual Ministry
Committee. Thank you to the following individuals
who have agreed to serve in this capacity.

-Adele Wong

-Bern Roy

-Phil Joughin

-Paul Meitz

The role of the Mutual Ministry committee is to
provide an avenue for the Pastor and congregational
members to raise issues or concerns that can be
discussed and dealt with in a positive, effective,
confidential and healing fashion. In short, this
committee will work to encourage and support
productive communication in our congregation.

The Mutual Ministry committee will meet a minimum
of four times per year. The congregation is welcome
to approach the members of the committee at any time

to bring forward concerns or discussion ite

Events @ Grace

g Y2P =g ¢vﬁ_,.ﬁ’ﬂu-‘d

Installation March 29™ 3:00Pm Pastor Nathan Fong

Palm Sunday  April 5™ 10:00 Am IntergenerationalWorship Service
Good Friday  April10™ 7:00 Pm Tenebrae Service

Easter Sunday Breakfast  April12  8:0009:00 Am in Fireside Room
Easter Sunday Service April12 10:00 am

Easter Egg Hunt for children following the service
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