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Grace Upon Grace Fall 2009 
Empowered by the Holy 

Spirit, Grace Lutheran 

Congregation seeks to bear 

witness to the love of God 

the Father, shown through 

our Lord and Saviour Jesus 

Christ, by proclaiming the 

Word, administering the 

sacraments, and providing 

loving service to our 

community. 
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7283 Nelson Avenue 

Burnaby, BC  V5J 4C2 

Phone: 604-433-1515 

Email: grace.bby@gmail.com 

Website: 
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Pastor Nathan Fong  
 

Chairperson: 
 

Susan Roy 

Vice Chair: 

Adele Wong 

Treasurer: 

Vivian Lu 
 

Secretary: 

Diana Oftebro 
 

Board of Education: 

Ann Meitz 

Wendy McInnis 
 

Board of Deacons: 

Marie Hahn 

Betty Mossinkoff 

Elfriede Rohloff 
 

Board of Trustees: 

Bern Roy 

Leon Zhou 

Andy McLennan 

John Mossinkoff 
 

Community Care & 

Educational Services: 

Claire Moon 

Debbie Vosper 

Eleanor Joughin 

tŀǎǘƻǊΩǎ Message 
 

Man, the summer sure did go by fast, 

didnôt it?  It just seems like yesterday that 

the sun finally cracked through the grey 

clouds and gave us an ounce of warmth.  

And then it gave us a LOT of warmth, and 

then the grey clouds came back.  

Hopefully many of you were able to enjoy 

the sun in the Lower Rainland (oops, did I 

spell that wrong?) and/or places abroad 

where I wasnôt fortunate enough to join 

you there.  Summer seems to bring a lot of 

good things, doesnôt it?  Maybe thatôs why 

summer seems to be a favourite season to 

probably a fourth of the entire population.  

I mean, whatôs not to like about summer?  

Weôre off from school, we have holidays, 

the weather is warm, there are great 

movies in the theatres, you can openly 

bbq without having the neighbours look 

at you funny for cooking outside.  Itôs a 

great time of the year.  
 

So Iôll be honest, although I wasnôt able to 

enjoy too much of this past summer due 

to a small fleshy sack of mostly water 

demanding much of my time, Iôm sad to 

see summer go.  But at the same time Iôm 

excited for what the fall will bring this 

year here around Grace.  Not only will the 

Happiness Group, our mid-week Bible 

Study for seniors, start back up again, but 

our Sunday Bible Study, which follows 

the lectionary, will resume for the first 

time in over a year, and not to mention 

that this time itôll be under new 

management.  Weôre also going to try a 

Thursday night adult study on 

Lutheranism and Lutheran theology and a 

brand new youth program that will meet 

the first Saturday of every month, and 

Confirmation classes will start again as 

well.  Phew, that might sound like a lot, 

but believe it or not there are some of us 

that live for this kind of thing.  So if you 

know anyone like this, be sure to send 

them my way. 
 

But not only am I excited about the new 

and returning programs that weôre 

having, Iôm also excited about new things 

God has in store for us as a church.  I 

know, I know, springtime is usually 

associated with things being made new or 

renewed and fall is usually associated 

with dead leaves clogging our gutters and 

the constant rain turning said leaves into 

a mush that has a consistency slightly 

similar to that of pea soup, but I have a 

feeling that God has something up Godôs 

sleeve for us.  While the northern 

hemisphere starts to wind down to 

prepare itself for the drab and lethargic 

hibernation of the winter months, I 

suspect that God is preparing us for 

something exciting, something 

refreshing, something new.   
 

So Iôll be keeping my eyes open for what 

God will bring come this fall.  And when 

I see it, Iôll be sure to let you guys know.  

Actually, Iôm still pretty new here so 

everything seems new to me.  In that 

case, if any of you out there sees 

something new, could you be so kind as 

to tell me what it is?  Itôd be nice to hear 

about what you see and feel when it 

comes to God working in the life of our 

church, and not just Grace Lutheran, but 

the BC Synod as well as the ELCIC and 

even all churches in general.   

 

May your Fall 

season be filled 

with the newness 

that God brings to 

your life through 

the love and 

graciousness of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Pastor Nathan 

mailto:grace.bby@gmail.com
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A Message from the Chair 

Susan Roy 

I hope that everyone had a 

restful, safe, and enjoyable 

summer season.  As always, time 

has gone by quickly and the back 

to school commercials have 

begun!   

Although council enjoyed a 

well-deserved break during the 

month of July, we got together 

for a meeting in August to attend 

to regular business and to do 

some fall planning.  Please take a 

look at some of the special events 

that council boards have 

arranged for the next two 

months.   
 

We hope that you will take 

special notice of the article 

regarding a new initiative called 

P.A.W.S. ïwhich stands for 

Participation at Worship 
Services.  This is a concept that 

we have borrowed from the 

congregants at Gloria Dei 

Lutheran.  Of course, we are 

adapting it to suit our 

congregation.  Basically, we are 

hoping to develop awareness and 

familiarity with the various 

duties that are involved in 

Sunday morning worship.   By 

doing so, we hope to increase 

participation during Sunday 

morning services.   Sharing your 

time and skills in this capacity is 

wonderful way of demonstrating 

stewardship and making an 

important contribution to the 

life of our church.  As the old 

saying goes, ñmany hands make 

light work.ò 

Blessings to you as we approach 

the fall season. 

P.A.W.S. (Participation at 

Worship Services)   

What is this?     

-a program to encourage broader 

participation in the various 

Sunday morning duties  
 

What will this involve? 

-several ñtrainingò sessions  will 

be offered after morning service 

to familiarize people with duties 

that they may be interested in 

exploring further 

-teaching aids will be added in 

order to support learning and 

retention 

-a ñbuddyò system will be set up 

so that people can pair up with 

an experienced person when first 

trying a job 
 

Why are we introducing this? 

-to increase participation and 

enhance a shared worship 

experience 

-to encourage ongoing learning 

of all of our congregants 

-to help ñshare the workò and 

avoid burn out for some people 

who tend to do the same duties 

on a regular basis 
 

What are some of the Sunday 

morning or other duties I could 

learn about? 

À Communion set up, clean up, 

serving 

À ushering 

À reading of the lessons  

À coffee set up and clean up 

À greeters 

À altar guild (polishing brass 

ware for altar) 

À worship assistant 
 

 

Please continue to watch for 
details regarding this exciting 
new learning opportunity! 
 

Board of Education 

Ann Meitz and Wendy McInnis  

Welcome back after a terrific 

summer break! We are planning 

on having monthly 

intergenerational worship 

services during the next four 

months. We will be asking the 

youth and children of the 

congregation to help plan and 

participate in the upcoming 

services. The first service will be 

on September 20th, with another 

service on October 11th for 

Thanksgiving. We will again be 

collecting food donations for 

Maywood School at the 

Thanksgiving Service. Your 

support is greatly appreciated.  
 

The dates of the following 

services for November and 

December will be set soon, so 

look for an update and plan on 

joining in the fun with the 

children and youth of Grace. 
 

Other plans in the works for the 

children for the Fall are pew 

activity bags. The bags can be 

picked up at the entrance to the 

sanctuary when the children 

arrive. They will provide the 

children with quiet activities to 

complete during the service. The 

bags will then be returned for 

the next service. Other activities 

from the Whole People of God 

Sunday School curriculum will 

be included since they directly 

relate to the readings for each 

week. Look for the arrival of the 

bags in September
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Grace Lutheran Preschool 
 Claire Moon 

This September is so exciting for 

Grace Lutheran Preschool. We will 

be starting the new school year 

with a brand new updated look. 

The preschool has undergone a 

whole interior makeover during the summer; new 

paint, new flooring, new 

furniture and a whole 

new look. We are 

planning a special Open 

House this fall to show everyone our exciting new 

space for the children. The tireless work of our 

Business Manager, Sharon Hamer cannot go 

unrecognized. A great big round of applause for Sharon 

for the planning and coordinating of everything 

involved in this enormous task. 

Our teachers, Kim and Janet have worked extremely 

hard to completely empty the preschool space before 

the summer, and then reorganizing and moving 

everything in place before September. We are blessed 

with their dedication. 
 

Our kindergarten preparedness program encourages 

and guides our children to socialize by interacting with 

others their own age, and through games they learn 

about colour, nature, the arts, music, letters, shapes, 

and much, much more. We will have another year of 

field trips, visits from special guests as well as from 

Pastor Nathan, along with a few lessons in our church 

space.   
 

We thank Grace 

Lutheran Church for 

the endless support of 

the preschool program 

for so many years. The 

preschool serves our 

community with 

Christian programming to enhance their early 

education. 

There are still a few spots to fill, so if you have a 3 or 4 

year old or know someone who does, you can contact 

our preschool for enrolment information. You can call 

604-433-5155 to talk to our teachers or call the church 

office at 604-433-1515. 

Trustees Report 
Bern Roy 

A lot is happening in this last month of summer. Weôve 

purchased a new projector for the sanctuary and are 

now working on selecting and installing the 

appropriate screen. Thanks to all who donated funds 

for the purchase and set-up of the projector and screen 

ï the money was raised in record time!  
 

The new furnaces have 

now been installed for the 

upper and lower floors of 

the narthex, and these 

should be providing 

whisper quiet, higher 

efficiency heating starting 

this upcoming winter.  
 

We are presently working on some repairs to the 

exterior wall of the education building, and have a few 

miscellaneous projects going on in and around the 

church. Thanks to everyone who has volunteered time 

this summer to help out with grounds keeping, and 

moving furniture for the education building refit.  
 

We have a Trusteeôs breakfast and 

work party Saturday morning, 

August 29 starting with breakfast at 

IHOP at Kingsway and Royal Oak at 

8:30 AM.  
 

There will be a Fall Clean up day on Saturday, October 

3rd, 9:00 AM. 

All are welcome to participate! 
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5ŜŀŎƻƴΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 
 Marie Hahn 

We hope all have had a good summer. September 

brings us back into a routine. We plan on starting up 

two Bible Classes, one held after Church on Sunday 

morning after coffee time. This Bible study will be 

about the lessons of the day for the upcoming service. 
 

The suggestion box which we asked you to give your 

ideas for a topical Bible study will provide the 

discussion for the studies planned for a week night, 

probably Thursday. 
 

We also are planning a potluck after the service on 

September 13th. I ask that you fill in the sign up sheet 

with what youód like to contribute so we can plan for a 

balanced meal. 
 

If anyone would like to help in setting up or cleaning 

up, please speak to any one of the Deacons ï Betty, 

Elfriede or myself. 

We look forward to an interesting Fall. 
  

Maywood Community School Appeal 

We will continue our efforts to 

support families at Maywood school 

by holding a food drive in the weeks 

leading up to Thanksgiving Sunday.  

Please bring donations of non-

perishable food items and place in the 

marked boxes as you are able.  Food 

items containing protein are always much appreciated.  

This may include:  cans of tuna or salmon, canned 

soup, peanut butter, beans and lentils.  Other non-

perishable items are also welcome. 

Thank you to Diana Oftebro for continuing to serve as 

the liaison between Grace Church and the community 

coordinator at Maywood School and for organizing 

these appeals. 

 

Happiness Group 
Happiness Group meets each Wednesday morning at 

10:30  for bible study and concludes with fellowship 

around the lunch table.  Everyone brings a bagged 

lunch and visits as they are able until about 12:30. 

You are all invited and welcome to join us. Our first 

meeting will be Wednesday, September 9th 

 

 Environmental Column 

Sharon Hamer 

Have you, like many other 

families, upgraded to the new 

flat screen t.v. only to find that 

no one wants your old, tired 

television?   

The charities such as Burnaby 

Hospice, Salvation Army, Value 

Villageéthat are great at 

recycling consumer items have become inundated with 

the old style televisions and simply canôt get rid of 

them as fast as they come in. They often ask that you 

not drop them off.  I ran into this problem last week as 

I tried to, responsibly, get rid of an old (but really not 

that old) T.V.  
 

I was happy to find the Regional Recycling Depot, 

located at 12A - 2350 Beta Avenue.  I use the term 

ófindô loosely because itôs not the easiest place to find, 

nor is it well marked considering itôs one of the few 

places that accepts electronics for recycling in 

Burnaby.  Once I turned onto Beta, south of Lougheed 

Highway, I turned into an industrial site expecting to 

see large signs saying ï ñYou Made It ï Thanks for 

Recycling!ò instead I tentatively followed little 

ENCORP sandwich boards, made a right and a left and 

a right and arrived at Regional Recycling Depot. Since 

then I found two other Burnaby recycling depots that 

DO accept electronics and televisions ï and it looks 

like they may be easier to find.  Here are all three 

locations with phone numbers: 
 Lee's Bottle Depot  

7383 Buller Ave  

604 -435 -3432  

 Regional Recycling  

12A 2350 Beta Ave  

604 -299 -3121  

 Salvation Army -  Kingsway location only  

5665 Kingsway  

604 -433 -6550  

While the Still Creek Recycling Depot in Burnaby 

accepts a wide variety of items, from paper & plastics 

to scrap metal to hazardous materials, they do not 

recycle electronics like computers and the old T.V.ôs. I 

was very happy to find a facility  that took electronics 

and happy to get rid of the old beast!   

  

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_waqqLY-G-mc/SGVI-xZzpbI/AAAAAAAAApU/L5pEIsDunCg/s320/groceries.jpg&imgrefurl=http://readingcuisine.blogspot.com/2008/06/saving-money-on-groceries.html&usg=__PJGKnfyqG0JCGl5KvGgVLuKywi8=&h=320&w=280&sz=17&hl=en&start=114&um=1&tbnid=PBfsWN8vWzNVUM:&tbnh=118&tbnw=103&prev=/images?q=groceries&ndsp=21&hl=en&client=qsb-win&rlz=1R3GPEA_enCA328CA335&sa=N&start=105&um=1
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¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 

 Vivian Lu 

After a steamy summer and a leisure break time, it is a 

pleasure to come back for a new school year with the 

youth and for our regular church schedule as a 

congregation. First of all, it is encouraging that the 

financial status of the GLC has been in good position.  

Please see below for the summary report of our Income 

Statement to July 31, 2009.  As you can see, we have a 

surplus up to date.  However, a few notes need to be 

aware off as well.   
 

Offering: 

While the offering total to date is $4,373 above budget, 

that was mainly due to a larger than expected offering 

in June, the monthly giving pattern closely resembles 

last years indicating the year end total will be closer to 

budgeted revenue rather than an unexpected surplus. 
 

Rental Income: 

Due to one of the renters reducing their rental 

capacity, the anticipated annual income from them 

will be $4,365, rather than budgeted $7,200, so we 

would see more variance on budgeted rental income 

towards the end of the year.   
 

Personnel Expenses: 

There are a couple of categories in Pastorôs actual 

compensations that will be less than the budgeted 

amount because at the time of preparing the budget, 

actual salary and housing allowance was not known 

yet.  The budget will not be amended until next yearôs 

budgeting time though.  

 

In summary, our churchôs financial condition is in 

good shape at this point, but we might need to be more 

active in terms of generating more revenue from rental 

income side in order to stay in balance at the end of 

this year. Thatôs it for now.  We continue to look 

forward to a great time together for the rest of year!   

Income Statement to July 31, 2009 

 

YTD Actual 

 

2009 Budget  

to date 

Variance 

 

2009 Budget 

 

          

REVENUE         

Offering 43,048 38,675 4,373 66,300 

Rental Income 36,234 36,128 106 64,225 

Other Income 1,194 1,740 -546 18,940 

TOTAL REVENUE 80,477 76,543 3,934 149,465 

          

EXPENSE         

Deacons Expenses 4,276 5,801 -1,524 9,720 

Education Expenses 1,535 3,300 -1,764 3,615 

Trustees Expenses 19,893 19,025 868 42,830 

Personnel Expenses 43,987 47,917 -3,929 82,000 

Office Expenses 808 1,517 -709 2,600 

Corporate Benevolence 3,300 3,950 -650 6,700 

Miscellaneous 0 0 0 2,000 

TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSE 73,799 81,509 -7,709 149,465 

          

NET INCOME 6,677 -4,966 11,643 0 
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My Time at Confirmation 

Camp       
By:  Jonathan Roy 

This year, confirmation camp 
was held from June 29th to July 
3rd.  Campers from Grace 
included: myself, Scott, David, 
Cameron, Katie, and Natalie.  The 
camp was located by Nanoose 
Bay near Nanaimo.  Activities 
there included:  playing campfire 
games, sports, and swimming at 
the beach.  We also had daily 
worship and classes. 
Overall, I found this year at 
confirmation camp to be my best 
year there; most likely due to the 
fact that I was more involved 
with the counsellors and that we 
had a camp talent show this 
year. 
In conclusion, I will say that 
confirmation camp was a great 
experience for mŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ LΩƳ 
looking forward to going back 
there next year.  Thank you to 
Pastor Nathan for attending 
camp and teaching and to Grover 
Wong for serving as camp 
doctor. 

 

Stewardship Presentation and Workshops  

Korean United Church,   

3821 Lister Street,  Burnaby  

September 24 -26, 2009  
 

"Faith Based Fundraising" conference seeks to provide lay and clergy with insig hts, theological 

foundations, and practical tools for developing financial stewardship within your parishes.     
 

Information, registration forms, and a list of presenters are located at  

www.fai thbasedfundraising.org  
 

$120 includes Friday reception, Saturday lunch and refreshments. (send a group of three and the price 

is reduced to $99 each)  

A small subsidy is available to assist people in attending the conference.   

Contact Rev. Greg Mohr at 605 -524 -1318 for more information.  

 This conference is  jointly sponsored by the Anglican, United and Lutheran churches.  

Events @ Grace 
 

Saturday, Sept. 5  Youth Gathering @ GLC  

 first Saturday of month  
 

Tuesday, Sept . 8 Preschool Orientation for Parents  
 

Wednesday, Sept . 9  Happiness Group starts  

 10:30 a.m. ð 12:30 p.m.  

 ongoing  
 

Thursday, Sept. 10  Evening Bible Study begins  

   7:00 p.m. in the Library  

   ongoing  
 

Sunday, Sept . 13  Potluck Lunch after church  

  Sign up Sheet in Nathex  
 

Tuesday, Sept . 15  Council Meeting ð 7:30 PM  

 Library  ð 3rd Tuesday of month  
 

Sunday, Sept. 20  Confirmation of Scott Aadland  
 

Thursday, Sept . 24-26 Faith Based Fundraising Workshop  
 

Sunday, Sept . 26 Greater Vancouver Conference 

Convention , Good Shepherd, Coquitlam  
 

Saturday, Oct. 3  Fall Clean -up Day  
 

October 6 ð 26 Pastor Nathan on holidays  
 

Tues. Oct 14  CCES meeting ð 7:00 PM 
 Library ð 2nd  Tuesday of month  

http://www.faithbasedfundraising.org/


 

Grace Upon Grace Fall  2009 Page 7 

 


