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This past Sunday, August 24" I announced to you that I would be leaving at the end of the
September to take a call to intentional interim ministry.

This was a difficult announcement to make. I have been the pastor of Grace, Burnaby for the past 7 /2
years. In that time you have opened your hearts to me and my family and we have opened our hearts
to you. The relationship of pastor to congregation is an intimate relationship; you have invited me
into your homes and into your lives and I have been blessed. Together as a community centred on
the good news of what God has done through Jesus Christ we have celebrated life together. We have
gathered at the font, around the table, we have broken the bread of life together and we have
extended the ministry of Jesus Christ out into our community. I am deeply sorry the special
relationship I have had with you is drawing to an end.

The relationship of pastor to congregation is unique. Longer calls tend to be better for the life of
congregations than shorter calls. When I came to Grace I had duration of about 5 years in mind, that
is a short time, but I also had the sense that I needed to do what I could do and then step out of the
way if needed. I believe it is time for me to step out of the way so that you as a congregation can
evaluate your ministry and how God is guiding you in this time and place.

In coming to my decision to leave I want you to know that I have had a number of requests to let my
name stand for call to serve other congregations ¢ I indicated that I was happy at Grace. I have
however been thinking about the kind of ministry opportunities I would be interested in after my
time at Grace. For quite some time I have been interested in working with congregations going
through change. During the interim period congregations, tend to be more open to evaluation and
change. I have had conversations with Bishop Preibisch about what that might mean but I did not
have a time line in mind when I began pursuing the specialized training that I would need to make
this shift in my career as a pastor.

So as I leave Grace I begin a new stage in my ministry. I will be serving Gloria Dei on an 18 month
term call. Gloria Dei is a congregation which has undergone conflict and they need a time to rest and
evaluate their ministry before calling their next pastor. I am anxious moving from a tenured call to a
term call arrangement but my sense is that this is how God is calling me to serve the church at this
time of my life. In a real sense this moves me back into a way of working that is similar to when I
worked in the construction industry. This is a kind of work that has a defined beginning, middle and
end and the kind of parameters that I think will match my personality.

Last Sunday, I indicated that I had known this was in the works this summer. I feel that I want to
clarify that statement. I was contacted by the Bishop last June and he asked if I would consider taking
Gloria Dei as an interim. But there was nothing definite as the pastor of that congregation was on an
extended leave and there was talk that he might be returning. It was not until late July when the
bishop knew that the former pastor would not be returning that he met with the congregation to
discuss the terms of an interim ministry. I went on holidays and to the youth gathering knowing that
there was a possibility that I would be called to this ministry. I met with the church council of Gloria
Dei on August 18" but did not have call documents to consider until August 22", Until that time I
was actively planning for ministry at Grace.

Finally, I want you to know that serving you as your pastor has been a joy and a blessing for me. For
a small congregation I have, again and again, been absolutely amazed at the ministry and outreach
you carry out. You are a gifted congregation with many resources and I believe that God is leading
and calling you into continued ministry in Burnaby.

Richest blessings, Pr. Kim
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Sunday School:

We hope everyone had a great
summer. We will be starting our
Sunday school year on September
7th. Sunday School is open to
children aged 3- 12 years old.
This year, we will be using the
Whole People of God curriculum.

Sunday school teachers this year are
Susan Roy, Ann Meitz, Adele Wong
and Jean Jay.

We are looking forward to another
year of music, fun, crafts and

stories. Friends are always welcome.

Humour:

A Sunday school teacher was
observing her classroom of children
while they were drawing. She
would occasionally walk around to
see each child's work.

As she got to one little girl who was
working diligently, she asked what
the drawing was. The girl replied.
"I'm drawing God."

The teacher paused and said, "But
no one knows what God looks like."

Without missing a beat, or looking
up from her drawing, the girl
replied, "They will in a minute."
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Library:

What's new?? The 4th Season of 7th
Heaven is now available in the
library.

Book (s) and DVD/videos may be
taken out for a 2 week period.
Please remember to return it on
time so others can have the
opportunity to enjoy it. Limit 2
items per child.

Youth:

The Canadian Lutheran Youth
Gathering this year took place in
Whitehorse, Yukon.

With the generous support of Grace

Lutheran congregation and through
various fundraising events, 4 of our
youth members were fortunate
enough to be able to participate in
the event. Here are some of their
thoughts...

Whitehorse was a great opportunity
to meet new people and an excellent
place just to chill out, relax and
basically have the time of your life
with your friends! I enjoyed the
large youth gatherings inside
Canada Games Centre. The band
was fabulous and the songs were
catchy! Thanks to our congregation
and Pastor Kim for making the trip

possible!
Justin Jay

The national youth gathering was
an amazing experience. I learned
just how big Christianity and
Lutheranism are throughout the
country and that we were all there
for the same purpose. I would have
to say that my favourite part of the
national youth gathering was
getting together with friends and
meeting new people. I would like to
thank the congregation for all their
help and hard work in supporting
us throughout the years of

fundraising.
Adam Wong

Whitehorse was a great experience
for me. I got to go to the large group
gatherings and listen to the rock
music, I got to swim in the best pool
I've ever swam in, and I got to meet
other people too. We were always
up until 1:00 in the morning and we
had to wake up around 7:00, which
made me quite tired, but the
excitement kept me going. I was
glad to come back home so that I
could sleep on my nice big double
bed after three nights of sleeping on
concrete. But I will always
remember this trip because I learned
a lot there. Thanks to Pastor Kim for
coming with us and thanks to the
congregation for supporting us in

our fundraising.
Jonathan Roy

Dear Congregation

As you know, my fellow youth,
Pastor Kim and I went to the 2008
youth Gathering in Whitehorse. It
was 4 days full of fun, worship and
companionship. Thank you all for
your efforts to send myself and
fellow travelers on this fun and

rewarding trip.
Paul Vosper
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In Love We Trust - My
Experience in 5.12 China
Earthquake

By Leon Zhou
Early in the morning hours of
May 13, 2008, I was woken up by
a phone call from Vivian at her
office, telling me there were
reports of a big earthquake that
just occurred in  Sichuan
province, China around
midnight Vancouver time, and
the epicenter was near Chengdu,
Oawi 601 UOPOB wWw2T
any further details from the
news. At that moment, 1
EOUOEOzUw TUEUXxw
about this tremor, as this region
had no major earthquakes
recorded in its very long history,
but I thought I should call my
family members there to check
out what happened exactly.
(WEOUOEOzUwI 1 DwUl
lines to my brother after many
attempts, but somehow I was
able to get through to my
OOUT T UZUWETI OOw x1
the beginning of such an ordeal
unfolded in my native land. At
Kol Ww Oz EOOEOwW OQu
my mom was resting in her
living room sofa after she just got
back from visiting my father in a
hospital an hour earlier where he
was admitted for emergency
medical treatment two days
before. All of a sudden,
everything was shaking very
hard, and her living room floor
was trembling like a boat floating
in the wild waves. My mom
managed to rush down the stairs
from her third-floor home in her
slippers and she said this was the
first time in her life that she
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Upon returning to my home-town days
later, volunteering in the earthquake
disaster areas, I realized that what
occurred in Chengdu was nothing
compared to its outskirt mountainous
region about 90KM away towards the
epicenter. In the end, this 8.0 scale
earthquake had left close to a hundred
thousand people dead or missing, more
than 14 million people homeless, 44
townships and municipalities totally
destroyed, and the disaster zone was
bigger than the area of Indiana.

WS BRI b e, he
came to our home and prayed for me
and my family in Chengdu and all those

& 8fleslpd Sy e RERy A Also our
Grace  Lutheran  Church  kindly
provided me an opportunity to raise
some fund for the earthquake relief, and
our generous members again showed
their great love and collectively raised $
1414. Part of the funds were used to

ORI (emS M Brepdsd aid
materials for immediate relief, which I
directly distributed to the  grateful
survivors, and the remaining funds I
0 81 8 S5l ey to the
Chengdu Red Cross Society designated

to rebuild an elementary school

coléagsi:ﬁl i) Ith&qﬁrﬁhc{}lyﬁ]a(t)i}ilsaster

town where I volunteere

So many lives have perished in this, the
biggest natural disaster in modern

"1 POEzUwi PUUOUVUAWEODE

E theamnany were Tibetans, Qiang and Yi

ethnic minorities as well as Han
ethnic majority alike, and many
were children while they were
in classroom. However, the
tsunami of love poured out
towards the disaster area within
the country and from abroad
was also unprecedented. The
"TPOI Ul w TOYI UOOI O
minister was already on the
ground in the epicenter area
within five hours after the
earthquake, and risked his own
life from the numerous strong
aftershocks to direct search and
rescue operations for  six
consecutive  days in the
epicenter area. = The whole
country had banded together.
The military and the public
were in this all together.
Foreign aid and rescue teams
were welcomed and
appreciated. The press coverage
was live, transparent, thorough
and comprehensive at a level
never seen before. The swift and
effective search and rescue
operations as well as relief
efforts have been widely
recognized. Countless heroes,
young and old, civilian and
military alike, their stories have
OPI Ul EwUxw x] Ox01 7
sprits. God CAN make good out
of the bad thing. Almost three
months have passed since the
earthquake, there will be a long
and challenging rebuilding
process from the wreck. As long
as there is the will, there is the
way. I pledge you continue to
pray for the people who
suffered in the disaster area
domestic and abroad, because

RBBEWVI ©BHAUEWS ERREIE:

Grace Upon Grace

Fall 2008
Page 3



Environment column

Elfriede Rohloff
Invasive aliens
Just when I had my garbage amount down
to a little packet which fits into a small
supermarket bag, my weekly refuse is
starting to grown again by leaps and
bounds. With all the recycling going on in
our house, why would that be?

The answer is : Invasive aliens!

One day this summer while waiting at City
Hall, I browsed through the display of
information pamphlets and came across one
Our parks, green
spaces, forests and wetlands are being
besieged by introduced invasive species
which create havoc with our native plants.
(zOw UUUI wadlUzYl wEOOwW I
loosestrife ~ choking out native plants
around Burnaby lake, but did you know
that a very attractive looking plant,
Japanese knotwood, is threatening the bush
in that area? The city of Burnaby is asking
us not to dispose of these invasive plants in
our yard waste, but rather to bag them and
put them in the garbage bin for the landfill.
I would like to draw your attention to three
plants which are very common in gardens:
ivy, periwinkle and holly.

If you yank out any ivy or periwinkle
because it is spreading in your garden or if
you need to dispose of any holly with
berries, please bag them in regular garbage
bags. Putting them in the yard waste will
just help to spread them around even more
EI EEVUUTI wUOT 1 awEOOZUwWEO(
the yard waste process .

on invasive plants.

I will be away for the rest of the summer.
Please make sure that the compost pail gets
1 OxUPI EwbOUOwWUI T wEOOX(
those coffee grounds are very important for
the composter and should never end up in
the garbage. And please take home some

recycling from the office to put in your blue

I E

box. Randy, our homeless person, says he will pick up the
garbage around the church and has in fact been doing that for
some time. I have noticed a marked decrease in garbage
around the church lately. Unfortunately he seems to have a
blind spot for cigarette butts. And of course he is a temporary
tenant and may move on any time, so please keep an eye out
for outside garbage! benefit
deadheading and a little trimming here and there. Thanks for
helping. See you in October!

Finally, flowers from

Grace Lutheran Preschool

Claire Moon

Grace Lutheran Preschool will begin this September with
almost full enrolment. There are still a few spots to fill, so if
you know of any 3 or 4 year olds who are ready for preschool,
mention our wonderful program to them. They can call 604-
433-5155 to talk to our teachers or call the church office at 604-
433-1515.

Kim and Janet will be back for another year of great activities
Wokr tive Ftffe@iéd) The’pﬂéém@ﬂ)rwides kindergarten
preparedness. The children learn to socialize, interact with
others their own age, play games, learn about colour, nature,
the arts, music, letters, shapes, and much, much more. They
go on field trips, have special visitors, and have outdoor
activities with the guidance of our fully qualified teachers.
We are looking for a music teacher who could deliver a fully
Christian music program to enhance our program even more.
If you know of someone who could teach music with
Christian content to preschool children, they may call the
church office for more information.

We thank Grace Lutheran Church for the endless support of
the preschool program for so many years. Our teachers have
heard from past students who have grown up who still have
fond memories of the preschool.

uo

PeTLECK

We will have a potluck in the Fireside room following
the service on September 14" to kick off the next

iseagon uasetbe Wward avaynd apd, plan to attend this
gathering.
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LUM'S FUNDRAISER Potluck @

?' . 3w, %%w3' $w/ Grace
2009 ENTERTAINMENT - - -
BOOKS ARE NOW A N ‘ PR @ .
AVAILABLE % &g =) o
COST: $46.00 LUMS received

$9.00 on each book sold. Join us for this kick off event to the fall season

GO - Barbars Naver After worship on Sunday, Sept 14" in the
email: bl.maver@telus.net or
phone: 604-980-3305
or the LUM'S office at

lumsadmin@lums.ca or phone:
604- 682-2362

Fireside room.

Bring your favourite dish to share.

YOU CAN START USING
YOUR NEW BOOK
ml:;‘l:mwbmmmlﬂmllmwuk San
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Finving in ¢
Bo
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\".\\\c ¥ blessing ] o Y Aoy Re-
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x® Mushrooms need manure
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s T Bmbodeng Colis e e
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Emliod ) — B Findin= God \"1‘““‘”
Nekicng Ged Aning in the mess
in fhe vress Re-i m;gm\
Church Depot: October 18,2008
- St. Marig, Kicsilano
— ] 10 am —3 pm

More informotion to come... please share the date In your parish
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Grace Upon Grace
Page 5


mailbox://C%7C/Documents%20and%20Settings/Owner/Application%20Data/Thunderbird/Profiles/17libth2.default/Mail/Local%20Folders/Inbox?number=239746952

Calendar of Events:
Lost and Found

In an age where self-actualization and Tuesday, Sept. 2 Preschool orientation
finding oneself are high cultural values, it
can be easy to see these tasks as a steady

trajectory toward a fixed end, one that we Tuesday, Sept gth CC&ES Meeting
can control. =

Sunday, Sept. 7" Sunday School resumes

th . =
Jesus says, on the other hand, that in order TueSday' Sept 16 Eonre SN seling
to find our life| ouridentity| we must Sunday, Sept. 14™ Potluck after service
seek to lose our lives. We are to identify =
with Jesus so completely that he becomes Sat., Sept. 27 Greater Vancouver Conference
our identity. And here's the ace-in-the-hole, T —
the part that even our therapists and life Sat. Oct. 18th, Church Depot-Unleashing
coaches can accept: It's not that we identify gifts, passion and hope in worship and work

with Jesus in order to forget who we are|
to forget the childhood that wasn't perfect
and the mistakes we made as teenagers and

the people we've hurt along the way. We
identify with Jesus in order to remember
who we are| children of God who are

created by God. St. Michaels Auxiliary has for over 25 years worked hard

So what of Peter? He's just been named the to raise funds to enhance life for Extended Care residents and
Rock and handed the keys to the kingdom. " OUxDPEI wx EUDI Od0dntre WsuBeld dolunt@E I E |
But now he's trying so hard to protect this base diminishes due to health and aging, they have fewer
newfound identity that he forgets how he people able to carry out this worthwhile cause. They are

got it in the first place. It's no wonder that looking for women, men and youth to volunteer a few hours
when his hopes for the kingdom are of their time each week or month. Copies of their brochure
threatened and Jesus talks about death, are available in the narthex.

Peter is the one to say| "Hold up."

Jesus diagnoses Peter correctly| he is

clinging to his new self-understanding as The Greater Vancouver Conference will meet in
"right-hand man" more than he is clinging Convention this September 27th at Redeemer Lutheran

to God. It's his protectiveness and rigidity Church, Vancouver, from 9:00 am to 2:30 pm. Planning is
that earn him the name Satan, not his zeal. underway and we invite you and your congregation to mark

that date on your calendars. Lunch will be provided at a cost
of $10.00 Our agenda will include worship, reports, and
elections for Dean, Assistant Dean, conference executive,
synod committees, and clergy delegates to the 2009 ELCIC
Convention in Vancouver. The afternoon program will likely
be a presentation/discussion on the Reconciling in Christ
program (RIC) and how congregations might move forward
in implementing the welcome motion that we passed at the
Synod Convention in Kelowna this April. Thanks in advance
to Pastor John Gram and the congregation of Redeemer for
hosting us this fall.

When Jesus says that we must lose our
lives, he's not offering a formula. Jesus is
asking for a willingness to accept something
different from what we've planned or
expected, a willingness for Peter to
relinquish his understanding of the rock.

It's only this willingness to follow a
meandering path and to give up our control
over the outcome that results in the found
life we all look for.
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