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Grace Upon Grace Advent 2008 
Empowered by the Holy Spirit, 

Grace Lutheran Congregation seeks 

to bear witness to the love of God 

the Father, shown through our Lord 

and Saviour Jesus Christ, by 

proclaiming the Word, administering 

the sacraments, and providing loving 

service to our community. 

 

Grace Lutheran Church 

7283 Nelson Avenue 

Burnaby, BC  V5J 4C2 

Phone: 604-433-1515 

Email: grace.bby@gmail.com 

Website: 

http://www.graceburnaby.com 
 

Pastor Willy Olesen  (Interim)  
 

Chairperson: 
 

Lorne Swindells 

Vice Chair: 

Vacant 

Treasurer: 

Vacant 
 

Secretary: 

Diana Oftebro 
 

Board of Education: 

Adele Wong 

Jean Jay 
 

Board of Deacons: 

Marie Hahn 

Bonnie Swindells 

Elfriede Rohloff 
 

Board of Trustees: 

Bern Roy 

Leon Zhou 
 

Community Care & Educational 

Services: 

Claire Moon 

Betty Mossinkoff 

Debbie Vosper 

 

By now most people know that I am the ½ time interim pastor at Grace until you get a new 

permanent pastor. 
 

It takes some time for me to get to know people.  There are certain things that become my 

priorities.  I, of course, will be the pastor on Sunday mornings.  I will be at the church office 

Tuesday morning and at Happy Hours Wednesday morning.  I will try to visit the shut-ins and 

the sick.  And I will be at church council meetings and other meetings as required.  I do my 

preparation at my home office, where people also can reach me by phone 604-939-7165 or e-

mail wolle@shaw.ca 
 

I feel that there is a good congregation at Grace.  There are many positive things about this 

congregation. 
 

The focus of interim ministry is to continue with the work as usual and have the congregation 

prepare for future ministry.  This means reflect and celebrate the past. Secondly, to see where 

you are at.  Thirdly, to set goals and plans for what you want to do in the future.  This is done 

so the next pastor and the congregation united can go forward in service for our Lord and 

Saviour Jesus Christ.  This last stage might be called the vision statement of Grace Lutheran 

Church. 
 

The call committee has a big task and is basically responsible for doing this.  They are doing 

an excellent job.  They have received good input from the congregation and are moving 

forward.  We all work and pray for guidance and success for the years to come.  It can be an 

interesting and exiting time in the congregation here at Grace.  To move forward with a united 

plan thoughtfully thought out and ventured out in faith trusting that God will be with you. 
 

As you enter into this venture there is the time for the call of a pastor, getting to know him or 

her and for the pastor to get to know the congregation and vision of Grace. 
 

Finally, the congregation should periodically review how they are doing in their plans.  There 

will be things to rejoice in and there might not always be successes.  We need to know that we 

are to be faithful but not always successful. 
 

Iôm sure Grace Lutheran Church will continue to be blessed by God whom we all serve. 

 

I appreciate the opportunity to serve you. 

 

Pastor Willy Olesen 

Calendar of Events : 

Sunday, Nov. 30 Advent One  Advent Wreaths after service 

Tuesday, Dec.9th  6:30 PM CC&ES  Meeting & Social 

Saturday, Dec.13th  10-1PM Tree decorating  

Sunday, Dec. 14 Advent Three Intergenerational Service 

Tuesday, Dec. 16th 7:30 PM Council  Meeting 

Wednesday, Dec. 24th   7 PM Christmas Eve Candlelight service  

Thursday, Dec. 25th ς Christmas day ς Enjoy your time with friends and family (no 

service this morning) 

Sunday, Dec. 28
th

 ïFirst Sunday of Christmas  10 AM  

 

 

 

 

mailto:grace.bby@gmail.com


Grace Upon Grace Advent / Christmas 2008 Page 2 

Sunday School: 

Adele Wong 

With Stephanie Staus gone, we now 

have 4 teachers for Sunday School: 

Jean Jay, Susan Roy, Ann Meitz and 

Adele Wong.  These teachers are 

now rotating and teaching once 

every four Sundays.  Attendance on 

Sundays now seems to consist of 2 

to 4 children in class.  Recently we 

purchased a few more items for our 

Sunday School collection.  We 

currently have a Bible Trivial 

Pursuit game available for the kids 

to play during class or even to take 

home to try out.  Please see one of 

the teachers if you wish to do so.  

The bulletin board downstairs has 

also been lined with new borders 

and posters.  Come on down and 

take a look! 

 

We continue to follow the Whole 

People of God curriculum which 

offered an intergenerational 

worship service for Thanksgiving.  

All Sunday School children as well 

as the confirmation youth 

participated in a service which was 

enjoyed by all.  The children had 

their own speaking parts, acted out 

a short skit for the sermon and sang 

an upbeat offertory song during the 

offering.  We hope to engage in 

another intergenerational worship 

service at Christmas time. 

 

Youth NEWS: 

Adele Wong 

Currently we do not have any new 

kids attending confirmation classes 

at Grace, however; Scott Aadland is 

finishing off his second year of 

confirmation at First Lutheran.  We 

do have Justin and Adam actively 

involved in the music ministry and 

we are thankful to have the youth 

help out with the coffee whenever 

they can.  Money from the coffee 

fund will go towards future youth 

gatherings.   

The bottle drive 

has discontinued 

for now. 

A brand new 

coffee urn and stainless steel kettle 

have been purchased for our after-

service fellowship.  Thank you to 

the Deacons for helping us make 

that purchase  
 

Grace Lutheran Preschool 

 Claire Moon 

The preschool has full enrolment 

this month and the children are 

continuing to enjoy their preschool 

experience. They had a successful 

trip to the pumpkin 

patch and are 

starting to learn 

Christmas songs for 

the concert just before the holidays. 

The Christmas Party will be Friday 

Dec. 19th when the children will sing 

for their parents and then gather in 

the narthex for refreshments and 

gifts from the teachers. Teachers 

Kim and Janet along with Betty, are 

providing a rich experience for the 

children. 
 

If you wish more information about 

the preschool, do not hesitate to talk 

to one of our teachers or you may 

call the church office at 604-433-

1515. 

It is night 

 

 

The night is for 
stillness 

 
 Let us be still in the presence of 
God 

 
It is night after a long day 
What has been done has been 
done 

what has not been done,  
has not been done  
let it be 

 
The night is dark 
 Let our fears of the darkness of 
the world  

 and of our own lives rest in you 
 
The night is quiet 
 Let the quietness of your peace 
enfold us 

  all dear to us 
  and all who have no peace 
 
The night heralds the dawn 
 Let us look expectantly to a 
new day 

  new joy 
  new possibilities 
 
In your name we pray 
  
Amen 
 

CǊƻƳ άbƛƎƘǘ tǊŀȅŜǊέ ƛƴ ŀ bŜǿ 
Zealand Prayer Book
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Dangerous cake recipe

  

5 MINUTE CHOCOLATE MUG 

CAKE  

4 tablespoons flour 

4 tablespoons sugar 

2 tablespoons cocoa 

1 egg 

3 tablespoons milk 

3 tablespoons oil 

3 tablespoons chocolate chips 

(optional) 

a small splash of vanilla extract 

1 large coffee mug  
 

Add dry ingredients to mug, and mix 

well. Add the egg and mix thoroughly. 
 

Pour in the milk and oil and mix well. 

Add the chocolate chips (if using) and 

vanilla extract, and mix again. 
 

Put your mug in the microwave and 

cook for 3 minutes at 1000 watts.  
 

The cake will rise over the top of the 

mug, but don't be alarmed! Allow to 

cool a little, and tip out onto a plate if 

desired. 
 

EAT! (this can serve 2 if you want to 

feel slightly more virtuous).  

And why is this the most dangerous 

cake recipe in the world ? 

Because now we are all only 5 minutes 

away from chocolate cake at any time 

of the day or night! 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Delta 

invites you to a Concert 

featuring the Singing Pastor, 

Ken Grambo, on Sunday, 

November 30 th, 7:00 p.m. Join 

Ken for country gospel and 

uplifting Scandinavian humour. 

Curtis and Marty Grambo will 

be joining Ken for this uplifting 

and encouraging concert. 

Refreshments at intermission. 

11040 River Road, Delta. A free 

will offering will be taken. 

Phone (604) 584-0111 for further 

info. 
 

ADVENT VIGILS 

An opportunity for all Christians 

to call attention to the truth of 

Christmas: the coming of Christ 

with the message of Love, Peace, 

Care for the Earth and the Poor.  

This is an ecumenical event with 

participants from the 

Presbyterian, Lutheran, United, 

Roman Catholic, Anglican, and 

Baptist churches. 

 

Vigil with us in front of Christ 

Church Cathedral, at the corner 

of Georgia and Burrard, in 

downtown Vancouver from 12 

noon to 1 pm. 

 

Wednesdays:  

Nov. 26, Dec. 3, Dec. 10, Dec. 17 

 

For further information, please call: 

Rev. Bruce McAndless-Davis 

(Presbyterian) 604-526-4914 

Rev. Barry Morris (United Church)  

604-254-4531 

Rev. Ken Forster (Roman Catholic)  

604-254-3100 

David Dranchuk (Anglican)  

604-864-6306, ext. 221 
Rev. Tim Dickau (Baptist) 604-255-

1411 

Humour: 

WHO DOES WHAT 
 
A man and his wife were 
having an argument about 
who should brew the 
coffee each morning.   
 
The wife said, 'You 
should do it because you 
get up first, and then we 
don't have to wait as long 
to get our coffee.' 
 
The husband said, 'You 
are in charge of cooking 
around here and you 
should do it, because that 
is your job, and I can just 
wait for my coffee.' 
 
Wife replies, 'No, you 
should do it, and besides, 
it is in the Bible that the 
man should do the 
coffee.' 
 
Husband replies, 'I can't 
believe that, show me.' 
So she fetched the Bible, 
and opened the New 
Testament and showed 
him at the top of several 
pages, that it indeed says:  
 
'HEBREWS.' 
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Congregational Conversation/Reflection Meeting 

Sunday, October 26
th

, 2008 

34 people in attendance (including children and youth) 

Strengths of Grace Lutheran 
Church  

-bible studies 

-warm, inviting, welcoming 

-committed peopleñcore group of long 
time members 

-youth involvementñyouth are respected 
and appreciated 

-singing/musicñpeople participate 

-liturgically-based church 

-generosityñboth financial (particularly 
when a targeted need is expressed) and in 
terms of giving of time and talents 

-small communityñpeople know one 
another, communication is workable 

-outreach includes:  Maywood school, 
Christian English class, rental of building 
to daycare, afterschool care and other 
worship groups, involvement in L.U.M.S. 

-operation of church preschool 

-longevity in the community 

-building and property are well 
maintained 

-diversity of concern (youth, general 
congregation, seniors) 
 

Our Visions for GLC ñWhat 
would we like to see?  

-continue to use all of our strengths as 
listed above 

-bring more members into our church 

-focus on diversity of peopleñdifferent 
ages, backgrounds, etc. 

-more people to share load and to bring in 
fresh ideas 

-diversity in programming 

-ministry that will address changing 
demographics 

-consider new format that keeps our core 
values and works with our strengths 

-build on our music ministry 

-increased connection between church and 
preschool families 

-investigate the possibility of joining with 
another congregation 

-making our church more accessible to 
people in the community who may not 
come from a Lutheran background 

-more encouragement of Stewardshipña 
way to òwrite downó commitments for 
stewardship in order to encourage this 

-interactive worship servicesñengaging 
people during worship 

-consideration of how to make church 
more inclusive (e.g. name of church - 
Grace Lutheran Community Church? or 
consider other ways to òmarketó our 
church in the community) 

-make worship service more 
understandable/easier to follow 

-more education/communication 
regarding our faith and church 

-more connection to other churches in the 
area 
 

What can be done to bring 

us closer to that vision?  

-daily prayer 

-systems for prayer/keeping connected to 
others (e.g. prayer chain) 

-joint youth activities with other churches 
in Synod and in community 

-continue C.E.C. class and ask those 
participants about their needs 

-research the needs of preschool families  

-informal survey/gathering of information 
re:  community needs (possibly place this 
on our website) 

-promote website 

-pool our resources with other 
community/church organizations 

-visitor cardñto allow visitors to express 
their needs 

-outside boardñòmarketing our 
messageó, consider church name 

-provide different varieties of church 
services (e.g. contemporary once per 
month, turn taking visiting host church) 

-look at communicating with other 
Lutheran Churches, involve Synod e.g. the 
challenges  we are all facing 

-joining with another churchñbe open to 
investigating this knowing that this would 
need to be approached slowly and 
methodically.  There must be a process for 
looking at this. 
 

Qualities of a Pastor who 
can help us with this vision?  

-strong worship leader 

-values music ministry 

-good singer? 

-experience with/interest in youth 
ministry 

-good people skills 

-good teacher 

-skills in visitation 

-good communicatorñpossibly able to 
speak another language 

-flexible thinker who is open to change 

-an ability to sustain our current programs  

-a self-motivated person/an initiator
 

CALL Committee: 

Members of the call committee include; Susan Roy (Chairperson), Justin Jay, Paul Meitz, Diana Oftebro, and Adele Wong.  

They have completed a Mission Profile for Grace Lutheran Church, had a meeting with the Bishop and held a 

conversational meeting with the congregation on October 26th. This meeting of conversation and reflection gave rise to 

good discussion. Notes from the meeting are provided below.  

The Committee is currently at the interviewing stage of the Call process. 

 


