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Pastor’s Message The days are getting shorter and the air is getting colder. Before we know it
the ground will be covered in snow for those dreaded 2 or 3 days of the year. And that could only
mean one thing, Christmas time is here!

Like many times of the year, Christmas is one of my favourites. Not only do we get to hear nostalgic
Christmas music of years past (Christmas Time by Bryan Adams anyone?), drink endless amounts of
eggnog and not even feel bad about it and sit in front of the television wondering why someone
would ever record a burning log and then try to sell the DVD, but we also get to spend time with
friends and f amitdeeyanybtheatime ofitbe yaarexaeptlatyveddirgsrand funerals
(both of which, for the most part, are less enjoyable than Christmas).

Some of you may know that | come from a pretty big family. The Fong clan as it sits right now has
nearly 60 membersand i t' s growing al most every 9 mont'
only time we could actually stand to be under one roof together is at Christmas time (or at weddings

and funerals, but | already explained that part). Many of those people I do n ' t see at al
the year so Christmas is a time when we catc
other’'s I|lives. But even though we don’'t see
seen my little cousin about 12 times), we always seem to be able to pick up right where we left off.

The bond that we al l share (the name Fong”
withstand the test of time and we all feel a closeness that is mostly apparent at Christmas.

| suspect that our church family is something very similar. We may not see some members of our
church family often throughout the year but we can almost be sure that we will at Christmas. And
even though it’'s been a weenbraceand talkovieh easheother likens e e r
time has passed at all. We catch up with each other and we realise that we, much like the Fong clan,

have a strong bond with each other that withstands the test of time. And that bond is our position as

sons and daughters of God through the work of Jesus Christ, whose birth we remember and celebrate

at Christmas time.

So |I'"m excited to tell you all that we’'re go
| east I am, i t ' s otypwatit to joiyi ma). Awdxpected, enere will e atot of
singing through this season as we Lutherans |
particularly good at it). We will be using the big fan favourite service, Tree of Life throughout the
Advent season, and we’ || be having a Hymn Si.
27"t o wrap up the Yuletide flavour Here is
having this year. Come celebrate Christmas and our family reunion!

November 29" We will be making and decorating our Advent Wreaths after service. Nothing says
festive like a festive Advent Wreath. Please remember to bring your wreath frames
from last year. We have no extras.

December 12" Join us for the decorating of our Christmas Tree at the church starting at 10 a.m.
There will be light snacks and heavy lifting.

December 13" There will be a special Christmas Intergenerational Service, because even pastors like
to have a little Christmas cheer.

December 24" Come celebrate with us in our Christmas Eve service at 7 p.m. We promise to let you
out by midnight so you can go home to open your presents.

December 25" Nothing says Christmas Morning like a Christmas Morning Communion service at 10
a.m. Well, that and Christmas Morning turkey.

December 27" We wrap up the Christmas Season with a Christmas Hymn Sing during the regular
service time. We will be taking hymn requests prior to the 27", Please give your
requests to Pastor Nathan, or don’t compl ain that yo

Have a great and blessed Christmas everyone!
Pastor Nathan
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A Message from the Chair

Susan Roy
We are fast approaching the Advent Season
and our council, along with our pastor, has
been busy with planning and preparation.
Advent wreath making and church decorating
have been coordinated and special worship
services are being developed. In addition, a
major focus for council at this time is budget
planning for the coming year. We will be
reflecting on how we have done financially
over the past year and prioritizing
expenditures for the year to come. As well,
our council will be looking at what board
positions will need to be filled for 2010.
We encourage our church members to
consider how they may serve in the coming
year, whether it be by taking on a new
Sunday morning task, offering specialized
skills and talents with specific jobs, or by
serving on a committee or taking on a role as
part of our council. We are a small but active
congregation. May we continue to support
each other in our mission in South Burnaby in
the upcoming year.

2010 Council

Committee

The council nominating committee (Susan
Roy and Marie Hahn) are starting the process
of looking at which council positions will need
to be filled in the coming year. We ask that
you prayerfully consider serving on a council
board. Council meetings take place one
evening each month. Individual boards
typically meet once per month in preparation
for the council meeting. Below are the
various boards on our council:

Executive (includes: Chairperson, Vice-Chair,
Secretary, Treasurer)

Education (Intergenerational
Children/Youth events)
Community Care & Educational Services
(Preschool Board)

Trustees (Buildings and grounds, rentals)
Deacons (Worship/Fellowship)

Nominating

Services,

Intergenerational Service

Sunday, December 13" © 10:00 a.m.

On Sunday, December 13™ the children and
youth, along with some adults, will take part
in leading an Intergenerational Service
entitled
some special readings as well as the singing of
Advent and Christmas hymns.

Grace Lutheran Preschool
Claire Moon

Our little ones and our teachers are
enjoying the brand new surroundings in
the updated preschool space. The new
paint and especially the new floor have
made the whole room warmer and more
comfortable. We have received many
complements from the parents and the
staff.

The children are enjoying their
experience at the preschool. Last month
they visited the pumpkin patch and it
was a great success. All the little
princesses and super heroes enjoyed
Halloween celebrations. This month they
will visit the library and December will
be spent preparing for Christmas as well
as continue to study music, the
alphabet, colours, shapes, nature,
science and games.

The children look forward to Pastor
Nat han' s visit e
always ready to tell him all sorts of
personal stories. We are blessed for his
time spent with them.

We will be having our Open House on
January 30th, 2010. This will be our 35th
Anniversary celebration as well. All are
welcome, and registrations will start for
our September enrolment at this time. If
you know of any 3 or 4 year olds let
them know of our wonderful preschool.
They can contact the church office at
604-433-1515 or the preschool directly
at 604-433-5155. There is also space
available for January to June 2010.

| would like to thank Grace Lutheran
Church for the continued support to the
preschool, our teachers Kim and Janet
for their continued enthusiasm and
excellent programming, and our children
and their families for making the
preschool a great place for little minds to
learn and play. Thank you to our
business agent Sharon Hamer for her
dedication, our special education
assistant, Shanelle and also our board
members who keep all the gears working
together like a well oiled machine. Thank

“ J e s u soin Lsifog h t syou Pepbie angpeieanor.”

Deacon’s Report
Elfriede Rohloff

After the service on the first
Sunday of Advent, November 29th,
there will be an opportunity to
make Advent Wreaths. Cedar and
Candles will be provided but bring
your frames if you have one from
last year. We will be distributing
“Gifts From The | S I phEndBlets
on behalf of Canadian Lutheran
World Relief so that you can gift
donations of such things as farm
animals, fish nets, medical kits.

Church Decorating will take place
on Saturday, December 12th at
10:00 AM. We invite young and
old to come for this happy event
at the church. Please bring some
Christmas baking or goodies for a
snack. Drinks will be provided.

The service on Sunday, December

V e rigth wil @eeak |ntergenerationala r €
service led by the children and
youth.

Christmas Eve service will be at
7:00 on December 24th. Please
bring a sample of Christmas baking
to share for after service
fellowship. The Christmas Day
service will be at 10:00 AM.

Maywood Community
School Appeal

Once again we are sponsoring a

family from Maywood School to
help them have a more joyous

Christmas. We are asking for
nonperishable goods or cash
donations. If contributing cash
please mark your envelope

Maywood School and drop it in
the collection plate on Sunday and
you will get a tax benefit. You will
have until Sunday Dec. 20th to
make your contributions. The gift
certificates for food and toys and
food collected at the church will
be delivered to the familythe
week before Christmas day. Please
see Diana Oftebro for any further
details.
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Happiness Group

Happiness Group will have their Annual
Christmas  Luncheon on  Wednesday,
December 16". This is a time when members
old and new gather for Christmas Carols and
fellowship around the table. The luncheon is
a catered meal of turkey and all the dressings
and costs $20/person. If you are interested in
attending, please speak to Andy McLennan.

Environmental Column

Sharon Hamer
Recycling and composting have been
encouraged and practiced at Grace for a
number of years through the dedication and
commitment of the members. Elfriede
religiously empties the coffee grounds and
fruit and vegetable scraps collected
throughout the week into the compost bin.
The preschool teachers compost the banana
peels, apple cores and other scraps left over
after snack time.

Both the preschool and church have collected
mixed paper and newspaper for a number of
years in the blue bins and all this paper
‘“di saeppeaach we ek
with Elfriede to be recycled at curbside.

This church community is doing its part by
setting an example of good environmental
stewardship but we have other users of the
building who may not have dedicated
members who take on the task of recycling
papers. We have taken steps to make this
task easier for them.

We have recently
arranged through our
garbage service to
have a mixed paper
tote on site.

#

a n din

This tote is located inside the back gate
behind the church building and all the
renters will be directed to recycle their
papers into this tote. The tote will be
emptied on the fourth Thursday of each
month. We have taken the model of
‘“Leading by
‘“Leading by

BC Synod
Books Available from Synod Office

Bread to Share - Volume 1 - $30
Stories about Saskatchewan's early
Lutheran pastors and their wives.
by Lois Knudson Munholland

Bread is a powerful image on the
Saskatchewan prairies. Wheat has long
been a staple of the prairie economy and
Saskatchewan is still recognized as the
"bread basket of the world". Bread
shared is a symbol of hospitality and of
the cooperative spirit that so
characterizes this province and its
people. Bread is a powerful image, too,
the goptext of GChristiae faith.
Hospitality is a significant part of our call
as Christians, and breaking bread
together is important, whether at the
supper table or the communion table.

These stories are a tribute to Lutheran
pastors and their wives who shared the
Bread of Life and broke bread with the
people of Saskatchewan in the early
years. They shared the joys and
hardships of those years, often travelling
many miles in challenging circumstances
to bring the comfort and hope of the
Gospel.

Child of God, You are
Growing Up - $5.99
by Don Johnson, illustrated by
Freidrich Peter

baptism, or on the occasion of the
anniversary of their baptism.

2010 Appointment  books
The little red appointment books
from Augsburg Fortress for 2010
have arrived at the Synod office.
For those who are attending the
Greater Vancouver and Lower
Fraser Val |l ey
will be available there. For any
who are not in the area or aren't
able to attend, if you would like a
2010 appointment book please let
the synod office know and it will
be mailed to you.

Cheers and Happy November
everyone!

If you are interested either email
or call:

BC Synod - ELCIC

Phone: (604) 524 -1318

E-mail: bcsynod@elcic.ca

OFFICIAL NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
As required by the Bylaws, the Synod Council calls the Annual General Meeting for 2009: it will be held 5 December, 2009, 9:30

am, at Rosemary Heights Retreat Centre, 3690 - 152 St, Surrey BC V3S OL3.
Anyone who holds membership in a congregation of the BC Synod may vote.

Agenda (first draft)

9:30 am - Call to order, devotion, prayer

9:40 am - Minutes of the AGM of 2008 & Business arising

9:50 am - Financial Report

10:00 am - Other business
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CELEBRATIONS & EVENTS:
Births

Elfriede and Peter Rohloff became
proud grandparents to Max
Rohloff Moore, born on October
3rd at 9 Ibs. 3 oz. Congratulations!

Anniversaries

Mt. Olive, Surrey - 50th Anniversary

Service to be held on Sunday December 6, 2009 at 3:00
p.m.

Bishop Preibisch will be presiding for the service and
Pastor Kathy Martin will also be involved in leading the
service.

There will be a celebration tea following the service. All

GRACE LUTHERAN PRESCHOOL - has been
serving the south Burnaby community for 35 years and
will celebrate this anniversary at the Annual Open
House held January 30" 2010 - 11:00 - 3:00 .
Established in January 1974, the preschool program
foll owed t he cehtu to c dfferiag
educational services to the local community. Grace
Lutheran established a kindergarten program in 1956,
followed by a grade school. The growth in registration
of the classes led to the construction of our 2-storey
educational building at the back of our site that is
home to our 2 hour/day preschool program.

You are welcome to join the festivities on Saturday
January 30™ as we invite past students and potential
students to our OPEN HOUSE

Christmas Bake Sale on Saturday, December 5%
from 12 noon to 1:00 p.m. at Trinity Lutheran Church,
11040 River Road, Delta. Lots of Norwegian and
German Baking and beautiful big gift baskets for raffle.
Soup and sandwich lunch available. For more info call
the church office at 604 584-0111.

November 29"

December 5™

December 6™

December 12"

December 13"
December 16"
December 24"

December 25"

December 27"

January 30"

Calendar of Events

after service. Please

Wreaths
remember to bring your wreath frames from
last year. We have no extras.

Advent

BC Synod AGM 9:30 a.m. Rosemary Heights,
Surrey

Christmas Bake Sale — 12 noon — 1 p.m.
Trinity Lutheran

50™ Anniversary at Mt. Olive, Surrey

Christmas Decorating at the church starting
at 10 a.m. There will be light snacks and
heavy lifting.

Christmas Intergenerational Service 10 a.m.
Happiness Group Christmas Luncheon

Christmas Eve service at 7 p.m. Share your
Christmas baking after the service

Christmas Morning Communion service at 10
a.m.

Christmas Hymn Sing 10 a.m.

Grace Lutheran Preschool Open House and
celebration of 35" Anniversary. 11 -3
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